
Owen, Rupert Brooke and 
Siegfried Sassoon, who 
were there and saw what 
happened. The long term 
effect was the beginnings 
of the distrust of the 
Church, who stirred up the 
people with patriotic rhet-
oric, and of politicians who 
operated the war machine 
from afar. To stir con-
sciences, God was por-
trayed as being on one side 
rather than the other.  

Today is a day to remem-
ber the sacrifice of lives, 
the obliteration of a gener-
ation. Men showed great 
courage, but many were 
marched at a terribly 
young age to a fearful 
death. Let us remember,  
but let us ask God—the 
God of peace—to establish 
his Kingdom, and abolish 
war for ever. Wear your 
poppy with pride, but re-
member to pray for peace.  

They’ve been popping up 
all over the parish: the 
shadowy silhouettes of 
WWI soldiers, placed to 
commemorate today’s 
100th anniversary of Armi-
stice Day. They are a 
ghostly reminder of the 
vast numbers who died in 
that war. It was supposed 
to be the war to end all 
wars. But it was the first 
great war of a century 
which has seen war, vio-
lence and the resulting 

human misery reach almost 
industrial levels. And for 
what? The First World 
War was a senseless war. It 
was started because of an 
assassination, but was all 
about the realignment of 
alliances between the old 
powers of Europe. As the 
aggression progressed, it 
drew more nations in, and 
the war escalated. Unlike 
the Second World War, 
where there was a real 
focus—stopping Hitler and 
the Nazis—the First War 
was fought against the Ger-
mans for no simple reason. 
Men were called up to 
fight for King and country, 
and were herded to their 
deaths in droves. It is hard, 
a century later, to see what 
the young men who signed 
up thought they were 
fighting for. The senseless-
ness of the conflict is high-
lighted in the writings of 
war poets, like Wilfrid 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Lawrence O’Toole 

1128-1180 
Lawrence was the son of a 
princess. He was impris-
oned at the age of 10, as a 
hostage for his father. This 
confinement and poverty 
inspired a desire for reli-
gious life. Once he was 
freed, he stayed at Glen-
dalough, where he became 
a monk, and rose to be the 
Abbot by the age of 26. He 

brought spiritual renewal 
to Ireland, bringing the 
Irish Church closer to 
Rome. He was known for 
his charity to the poor, 
particularly during famine. 
At 32, he was elected 
Archbishop of Dublin. He 
continued his work of re-
form and serving the poor. 
He was Archbishop during 
the Norman invasion. He 
was canonised in 1225.  
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Kidsgrove Sat 6pm  
Biddulph Sun 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sun 10.30am 
Packmoor Sun 6pm 

Saturday 10th        6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Dec of Twomey Family 

Sunday 11th 9.00am    Holy Mass  Denzil Hunter 

Thirty-Second  11.00am   Holy Mass  November List 

Sunday of the Year    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

Monday 12th   9.30am  Holy Mass November List 

St Josaphat   10.00am  Eucharistic Adoration  

  6.00pm   Holy Mass Lynn Dobson 

Tuesday 13th   9.15am    Holy Mass November List 

Feria    9.30am  Morning Prayer  

    2.15pm Holy Rosary  

Wednesday 14th               6.00pm   Holy Mass  November List 

Feria Mass of St Joseph  6.30pm   Eucharistic Adoration  

Thursday 15th   9.30am   Holy Mass (in school) November List 

St Albert the Great 6.00pm    Holy Mass Tim Child  

Friday 16th      9.30am  Holy Mass  November List 

St Gertrude 11.30am    Requiem Mass Mary Miller RIP 

Saturday 17th 9.15am    Holy Mass November List 

Our Lady   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Julius Kaminskas 

Sunday 18th 9.00am    Holy Mass  Norton & Moran families 

Thirty-Third  11.00am   Holy Mass  November List 

Sunday of the Year    6.30pm Holy Mass Winifred Maughan 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Out of the depths I have cried to Thee, O Lord; Lord, hear my voice. 
Let thine ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 
If Thou, O Lord, shalt observe iniquities; Lord, who shall endure it? 
For with Thee there is merciful forgiveness: 
and by reason of Thy law, I have waited for Thee, O Lord. 
My soul hath relied on His word; my soul hath hoped in the Lord. 
From the morning watch even until night, let Israel hope in the Lord. 
Because with the Lord there is mercy, and with Him plentiful redemption. 
And He shall redeem Israel from all her iniquities. 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,  
and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May they rest in peace.  
Amen. 

Let us pray. O God, the Creator and Redeemer of all the faithful, grant to the souls of Thy servants departed the remission of all 
their sins, that through our pious supplication they may obtain that pardon which they have always desired; who lives and reigns 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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Parish Priest’s Open House  
Fr Julian is available to be seen on 
most Monday evenings from 6.30pm 
to 7.30pm in the Presbytery at Gold-
enhill. There is no need to book,  just 
turn up. Please call the parish office 
on any Monday to confirm that the 
Open House is happening. 

PARISH REGISTERS 

Care Home Prayer Services 

Kidsgrove The 
next prayer service 
will be at Ravens-
wood, The Avenue 
at 11am on  Tuesday 
20th November. We 
would love to see 

more parishioners coming and bring-
ing the light of faith to residents. 
Come and meet us at the home. 

Biddulph There is a prayer service 
for our Biddulph Churches Together 
group is today at Park Lane Care 
Home at 3pm. We welcome every-
one to come and join us. It would be 
great to have some new people come 
along! 

Deaths 

Of your charity, please pray for the 
soul of Mary Teresa Miller. Requiem 
Mass will be offered for the repose of 
her soul at English Martyrs’ Church 
on Friday 16th November at 
11.30am, followed by committal at 
Carmountside Crematorium. 

Please pray also for the soul of Terry 
Kelly. The funeral service will be on 
Thursday 22nd November at 
Bradwell Crematorium at 11.20am. 

Requiescant in Pace 

AUTUMN CATECHESIS English Martyrs & St Patrick’s  

Come and be part of our 
Autumn Fayre 

Saturday 17th November 
10am to 12noon  

at Biddulph Town Hall 
Please bring cakes and sold and un-

sold raffle tickets on the day. 
We need volunteers to help on the 

morning of the fayre transporting and 
unloading goods. The offer of cakes 

on the day would be much           
appreciated.  

Otherwise….don’t forget to come 
along and support the parish! 

Month of the Dead Once again 
this year, we have the November list 
in each church, with Mass celebrated 
each day of the month for all those on 
the lists in our four churches. Please 
pick up your paper and envelope for 
the list from church. Last year we had 
enough offerings to be able to have 
Masses for the November List 
throughout the year. Get your lists in 
as soon as possible! 

Mass for Deceased Clergy The 
annual Mass for the deceased clergy 
of the North Staffs Deanery will take 
place at Holy Trinity, Newcastle on 
Tuesday 13th November at 7pm. All 
parishioners are welcome to come! 

advent ember days 
Come and join in our three day 

Advent retreat evenings and give 
time to the Lord in preparation 

for Christmas.  

The retreat evenings are at St Pat-
rick’s, Packmoor 

Wednesday 12th to Friday 14th De-
cember 2018 

We will be showing videos of talks 
given by Bishop Robert Barron, on 
Wednesday & Thursday from the 
Adoremus Eucharistic Congress in 
Liverpool, and on Friday from the 

World Meeting of Families. 

6.30pm Holy Mass 
7.00pm Bishop Barron talk 
Wednesday: On the Mass 
Thursday: Sainthood and what makes us 
holy 
Friday: Living as the Image of God 
8.00pm Eucharistic Holy Hour & 
Benediction 
Each evening ends at 9.00pm 

¡Camino! 
Following the great success of our 

October Camino to Santiago, we are 
planning TWO Caminos for the 

coming year. Are you going to come 
and make the pilgrim way? 

The English Camino 
For young people aged 18+, we will 
walk the Camino Inglés from Ferrol 

to Santiago. Wednesday 3rd to 
Wednesday 10th July 2019. Return 

flights from Gatwick to Santiago. 
Probable cost will be about £400. To 

secure a place please let Fr Julian 
have £100 non-returnable deposit for 

the flights. 

The Portuguese Camino 
For all parishioners, we will take the 
pilgrim route from just inside Portu-
gal, and walk to Santiago, Saturday 

31st August to Saturday 7th Septem-
ber 2019. The distance is 118 km (75 
miles). Return flights from Manches-

ter to Porto. Probable cost will be 
about £500. To secure a place, please 

let Fr Julian have £200 non-
returnable deposit for the flights. 

Biddulph Christmas Lights The 
big ‘switch on’ is on Saturday 24th 
November. Biddulph Churches To-
gether are leading the procession 
with a live nativity. You are invited 
to come and be part of the live na-
tivity. We need people dressed as 
shepherds, inn keepers, angels… old 
and young. Please let Fr Julian or 
Tess Hall know if you or family 
members can come and join the pro-
cession. The more the merrier, and 
the bigger the impact it makes. Carol 
singers are also needed. 



KEY VERSE: "But of that day or hour, no one knows, 
neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father" (v 32). 
TO KNOW: Mark used apocalyptic language from the 
Hebrew Scriptures (Ezekiel, Daniel, Zechariah) to speak 
of the end-times and Christ's final coming. Christ's fol-
lowers were encouraged to stand firm in their faith that 
God would intervene and vindicate them. After a period 
of tribulation in which the very cosmos would be shaken, 
Christ will come with "great power and glory" (Mk 
13:26) to bring salvation to God's creation. The exact 
"day or hour" (v 32) of Christ's return was not a part of 
the revelation he came to impart. His followers were to 
be prepared for his coming whenever it might occur. The 
blooming fig tree, a symbol of Israel's Messianic days, 
suggested hope in the coming fruitful harvest of justice. 
TO LOVE: Do I trust in God's plan for my life despite 
suffering? 
TO SERVE: Lord God, help me to be ever ready for the 
coming of your Son.   

FUNDRAISING  
Collections  
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£360.00, Non Gift Aid £201.80, 
Total £561.80. Johnson Association 
£155.42. Goldenhill  Gift Aid 
£173.00, Non Gift Aid £204.22, 
Total £377.22. Johnson Association 
£119.84. Kidsgrove Gift Aid 
£216.50, Non Gift Aid £153.70, 
Total £370.20. Johnson Association 
£153.19.  

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Weekly Draw: 1st Prize £20, 
No.19 E Minshull; 2nd Prize £10, 
No.62 J Sumsion; 3rd Prize £5, 
No.104 B Bentley.  

Kidsgrove Christmas Raffle If 
you have any new unwanted gifts, 
bottles of wine, whiskey etc. and 
would like to donate to the raffle 
please bring to church and hand to 
Hilary Kent or collection can be ar-
ranged by ringing the parish office. 
Tickets will be on sale soon. Thank 
you. 

APF Red Boxes Box holders at 
Kidsgrove are requested to bring 
their boxes to church for counting 
during November. Thank you for 
your continued support. 

0DUN������-�� 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘In those days, after the 
time of distress, the sun will be darkened, the moon 
will lose its brightness, the stars will come falling 
from heaven and the powers in the heavens will be 
shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man com-
ing in the clouds with great power and glory; then 
too he will send the angels to gather his chosen from 
the four winds, from the ends of the world to the 
ends of heaven. ‘Take the fig tree as a parable: as 
soon as its twigs grow supple and its leaves come 
out, you know that summer is near. So with you 
when you see these things happening: know that he 
is near, at the very gates. I tell you solemnly, before 
this generation has passed away all these things will 
have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, 
but my words will not pass away. ‘But as for that day 
or hour, nobody knows it, neither the angels of 
heaven, nor the Son; no one but the Father.’ 

NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for:  

English Martyrs: Patrick & Michael 
O’Sullivan RIP 
St John’s: Smithson Family; Holy 
Souls (BC); Winnie Maughan & Fam-
ily 
St Joseph’s: Special Intention (MM) 

If you would like to dedicate the 
sanctuary lamps at our churches 
for an intention, please see Fr Jul-
ian. Minimum donation £5. 

DEANERY & BEYOND 
Celebrating Marriage Week 
2019 Milestone marriages are to be 
celebrated by the Archdiocese and 
the hunt is now on to find the longest 
married couple. As part of the mar-
riage week, which runs from 7th to 
14th February, a Thanksgiving Mass 
will be held at St Chad’s Cathedral on 
Sunday 3rd February at 11am. If you 
are celebrating a milestone marriage 
and would like to attend the Thanks-
g i v i n g  M a s s  p l e a s e  e m a i l 
l ianne.pap@rc-birmingham.org 
marking the email ‘Marriage Week’. 
Even if you are not able to attend the 
mass the Archdiocese would still like 
to hear from anyone who has been 
married a long time (If you are email-
ing on behalf of a couple please make 
sure you get their permission). 

and improving safeguarding practices 
and cultures within the Church. The 
welfare of children, young people 
and vulnerable adults is a fundamen-
tal priority for the Archdiocese. Fos-
tering a culture which has safeguard-
ing at its very heart remains a key 
part of our work. If you would like to 
speak to someone about safeguarding 
and the Church’s work, please 
call 0121 230 6240. If you would like 
to speak to someone independent of 
the Church you can contact the 
NSPCC on 0808 800 5000. Please 
pray with us for all victims of abuse, 
and for all those involved in the work 
of this important Inquiry. Last week-
end’s Pastoral Letter on this matter 
can be found on the Archdiocese 
website birminghamdiocese.org.uk 

SAFEGUARDING  
The Archdiocese’s hearing in the 
Independent Inquiry into Child Sexu-
al Abuse (IICSA) begins in London on 
Monday 12 November, and runs un-
til Friday 16 November. The Archdi-
ocese believes that the work being 
done by IICSA is of great significance 
and supports the aim of strengthening 


